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Three HHS Seniors Receive Scholarships

The Hobart High School Alumni Association awarded three
scholarships to high school seniors at the Scholarship Dinner at
Gelsosomo'’s Pizzeria in Portage on Monday, May 18.

Sadelia McKinley will be attending Purdue University in West
Lafayette and has not declared her program of study yet.

Aalliah Otero will be attending Indiana University in Bloomington,
where she will be studying Professional Sports Management and
Operations. She has a business of her own, delivering
professional-level presentations and being an active member of
Business Professionals of America.

Yvette McKinley (mother), Sadelia McKinley,
Aalliah Otero, Eli Otero (father), and Joseph
Huizar, our 2026 scholarship winners.

Joseph Huizar will be attending Purdue University Northwest to
major in Elementary Education. He has served as a cadet teacher,
helping students from kindergarten through 5t grade.

Congratulations to all three of our scholarship winners!

BrickieFest Homecoming Picnic Is September 19

The annual BrickieFest Homecoming Picnic will be held on Saturday, September 19, at the VFW in Hobart
from 12 noon to 3:00 pm. Mark your calendars!

Alumni Spotlight

Carol Rubino, Flight Attendant

Our spotlight for this issue is on Carol Easton Rubinio, Class of 1967, a retired
flight attendant whose plane was grounded on September 11, 2001.

Where are you living, and where are you doing these days?

My name is Carol Easton Rubino and I am a HHS ‘67 graduate. My husband
Jim and I raised our 2 daughters in Burnsville, Minnesota from 1986-2006
and after our retirements, we moved to a small town in SW Michigan to be
closer to family. Over the years we have escaped to SW Florida in the winter,
and I regularly meet up with fellow Brickies there! I am a retired flight
attendant. [ have volunteered for a scholastic honorary girls’ scholarship

' program, Distinguished Young Women, for 30+ years. We are focused on
“Carol Rubino at her seeking grassroots funding and helping seniors in HS graduate from college
retirement celebration

(continued on page 2)
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Alumni Spotlight (cont.)

with a little less debt or no debt. I have been on
the HHS Class of ‘67 Reunion Team for 15 years
and have loved reconnecting with classmates!! |
am also on a Board of Directors focusing on the
health of our lake we live on in Michigan. [ have 2
tween/teen granddaughters I delight in taking
vacation trips with!

Were there any teachers or coaches at Hobart High
School who made an impact on your life and
career?

There was a government teacher, Mr. Martin
Miller, who taught at HHS for a short time. He was
aretired Marine Captain who fought at
Guadalcanal and was awarded a Bronze Star and a
Purple Heart. On our first day of classes, he wrote
“M.0.” on the chalk board and firmly explained his
“modus operandi”
making it very

clear that he wasn’t
there to take on
any baloney. He
was so invested in
history and
educating us with
examples and side
stories. He was one
of the people who
made a great
impression on me
to want to see the
world beyond all
that [ knew living in
my little space in
Hobart. BTW~ |
believe that Mr. Miller moved on to teach at
Valparaiso HS for the rest of his career.

Sandy Erwin (HHS '67) and
Carol Rubino volunteering
together in MN.

How and when did you decide to become a flight
attendant? What were your most memorable
experiences?

[ took my first flight ever in the spring of 1969
with my dear friend Karen Taylor (HHS ‘68). I
knew immediately that [ wanted to pursue that
job. I was hired by Delta Airlines in February 1970
and was only going to stay there for 2 years to
earn enough money to go back to IU to get my
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degree in
elementary
education. However,
the in-flight job got
better and better as
my seniority grew,

24 menenennos | the benefits and
[ mewe 5 time off were
amazing, and |
actually stayed for
32 years! I loved the
customer service
piece and of course
the “work travel”,
around the world,
was like a constant
“all expense paid vacation”. I was selected once to
be on a Delta charter flight with the White House
Press Corps onboard who were accompanying
President Clinton. It was really, really fun to
sometimes be surprised to have some of my fellow
HHS classmates as passengers over the years too!
The saddest parts, at the beginning, during the
Viet Nam War were taking the young military
recruits from basic training, as they were fresh
faced when we brought them to the training cities
and so serious when we picked them up. The
absolute worst part was how many young soldiers
we brought home in flag covered caskets...too
many... too much to bear...watching the families. It
was heartbreaking. We stewardesses were
seriously protective of these young men and
women while in flight and speaking up for them in
the terminal buildings when they were being
sworn at and spit at. We were their ages and we
all had family and friends in the war, and we had
all sadly also lost HS classmates over there. It was
a confusing and devastating time.

Carol’s White House
Security clearance.

Do you have any advice for young students who are
considering becoming flight attendants?

The job can be physically difficult, and the hours
are long, especially in the beginning. Everything is
based on seniority: the longer you fly the better
the schedule, time off and better routes. If you
speak a second language, that is a plus!

(continued on page 3)
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Alumni Spotlight (cont.)

The airlines are
hiring mostly college
graduates at this
time. It is a great job
if you love people and
love to travel.

Tell us about your
9/11 experience and
what you remember
from that day.

It is hard to believe
that it was twenty
five years ago~

On September 10,
2001, [ was with my fellow Delta Flight #43 crew
in Paris, France laughing and having a lovely
dinner, it would be the last day that everything
would be "the same". Little did we all know
this...that atrocious and evil men were “in place” in
the cities that they would board airplanes on the
next morning and change the world as we knew
it...forever...on that September 11, 2001. We were
in-flight coming from Paris and halfway to our
destination, my home base of Cincinnati. I was in
the aisle, on my cart, doing a beverage service
when our In-flight service coordinator, Josie,
tapped me on the shoulder and said, "Put your
cart away and secure the galley, we are landing
NOW." We all immediately and without question
put our carts away and then sat in our jump seats.
The Captain made a PA telling our passengers that
we were making a diverted landing into Saint
John, Newfoundland, Canada.

Some of Carols steward
photos and documents

About 45 minutes later, we made our approach to
the airport. As flight crew, we know the sound of a
"normal landing" and there were not normal
sounds coming from our airplane, the airplane
was landing "heavy”, and we didn't have time to
circle and dump our 5+ hours of fuel we were still
carrying. I could see through the window in the
door next to my jump seat that we were getting
close to landing...but...all of a sudden our plane
abruptly and loudly powered-up and we are lifting
back up into the sky...we had aborted our landing.
[ looked at my flying partners next to me and on
the jump seats across the aisles and we were all

wide-eyed...what was going on?? Our Captain
came over the PA and said that the plane that had
landed ahead of us had not safely cleared the
runway and that we were going around again to
make another approach...Again...the next landing
approach...the same grinding, groaning, wavering,
heavy airplane sounds and feelings...not normal at
all. We grabbed onto and squeezed each others'
hands on the jump seats in the back. When we
landed, we taxied in and parked on the outskirts of
the airport property. The Captain made an
announcement and shared the news that all
aircraft were instructed to leave their airspace
because of “terrible terrorist activity aimed
against the United States".

The Captain called each one of the flight
attendants, individually, into the cockpit and gave
us his GPS cell phone to use to make a call home to
let our family know that we were okay. I called my
husband Jim and he answered at his office. He was
so glad to hear my voice. He started to tell me
what he was watching on the TV and I told him to
please stop. Even though none of us on that plane
knew the gravity and horror of the situation, I
know myself and my stress level capabilities and
knew in my heart that [ was going to wait until I
arrived back home to "de-brief myself" in my own
time. A little later on, [ went back up into the
cockpit to sit on the extra jump seat and I saw the
most amazing thing that | had ever seen in my 32
year flying career. [ watched one wide body jet
land, one right after the other, over and over... just
to get out of the sky to be safe and sound back on
the ground. In the end there were 27 aircraft on
the ground, wingtip to wingtip and end to end, all
around the airport. The airport at Saint John only
took in perhaps 1 wide body aircraft per day. It is
a city of about 100,000 people and all of a sudden
they had an additional 5,000 people there. We
were on our airplane for 12 hours with our
passengers before we were dispatched to the
terminal.

Upon deplaning, our passengers, the men~ could
only take their wallets and passports and the
women~ could only leave with their
purse...everything else, all hand luggage,
everything... stayed on the airplane, as the luggage
would all be gone through with a "fine toothed

(continued on page 4)
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Alumni Spotlight (cont.)

comb". We flight attendants were so blessed to
find a hotel to go to and we used rooms that were
contracted by an Air Canada crew. We clung to
one another emotionally and physically during the
5 days we were there, creating a bond that we will
have forever. Calling home to my family was
tough. [ ended a call with my daughter Jaime, a
Saint Mary’s College student then, by saying "I
love you more" and she replied..."Not this time,
Momma, I love you more". Privately, tears and lots
of them after those phone calls. The uncle of a
schoolmate at the school that my youngest
daughter, Jaclyn, attended was Tom Burnett one of
the passenger/heroes on Flight 93....the domino
effect...touching our children...touching everyone.

-~

A table of stranded passengers“and airline
employees in Newfoundland the week of 9/11.

Five days later, on Saturday, we got back to the
airport to head home. I could see our passengers
in line waiting to go through security and they
smiled and waved to us. I was so grateful to see
that security was so tight and that the inspection
of our luggage was so thorough that they even
took my nail file from me. Upon boarding our
passengers hugged us and during our 4 hour flight
home told us those most heartwarming and
incredible stories of the loving care given to them
by the people of Saint John. Our flight #43
passengers were re-located from a hockey arena
(that all 27 aircrafts’ full of people were initially

taken to) to a Catholic school and church. To every
location where the stranded passengers were
located the townspeople brought their own
personal bedding, pillows, comforters, clothing,
homemade food, and took total strangers home
with them for showers and hot meals. It made me
cry...then and later...to think of all of the good that
came from such evil. On the way home, one of our
passengers asked permission to be able to use the
PA system to ask for donations/pledges to give
money to the Catholic school where they stayed.
The teachers of the school had not gotten a raise
in 10 years and the computers at the school were
"dinosaurs”. [ understand that the pledges for cash
ended up being into the tens of thousands. I did
not follow up with how many dollars actually
made it back to the school...but in my heart, | want
to believe that most of that money got back there.
When we arrived back in Cincinnati, our
passengers hugged us again as they departed.
Within days, Delta Airlines offered an incredibly
generous retirement package to eligible
employees as they needed to reduce their staff by
thousands of employees worldwide. As much as |
absolutely loved my job. I took the generous
package and sadly left. I still have a pen from that
Saint John’s hotel in a little travel purse that I kept
in my crew bag. | have never used and will never
use that little purse again but can't give it away...I
will never. ever. ever forget... | honor and support
our US military men g
and women...
especially those who
have given and will
continue to give the
ultimate sacrifice of
their lives, for our
country...My
wonderful fellow flight
attendants were my
family and my lifeline
for those 5 days and |
will cherish each of
them forever.

Carol with her daughter '
Jaclyn and dog Cooper.

HHSAA Board Election Information

Election information will be sent to paid members of the Hobart High School Alumni Association on June
5. Members will have until June 30 to cast their votes for the Board of Directors, whose terms will take

effect on July 1.
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Class Reunion Roundup

Please send reunion information to us at info@hobartalumni.org. Updates are posted
on our website, at: https://www.hobartalumni.org/ClassReunions.htm. These events

are listed in order of their occurrence.

UPCOMING CLASS REUNIONS:

BAND REUNION! Join us Friday June 26, 2026 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. to celebrate the leadership of our Hobart
band directors Ray Grivetti & Herm Matlock. Public welcome at Hobart Moose #783 located at 143 S
Hobart Rd. For more information, contact Pam Ketchum Caldwell, at Ketchpam@gmail.com.

CLASS OF 1974 70th BIRTHDAY PARTY: The HHS Class of 1974
will celebrate its members' 70th birthdays on Friday and
Saturday, August 28 and 29. Details here:

CLASS OF 1976 50t YEAR REUNION: The Class of 1976 is having
their 50-year reunion on October 3, 2026.

For more information contact:
Glen Mock at glenmock@comcast.net or
Helene Morin at hursthm@aol.com

REGULAR CLASS GET-TOGETHERS:

CLASS OF 1960:

The Class of 1960 is having their luncheon the second Saturday of
each month at 1:00 PM. Any location questions, contact Linda
(Quinlan) Koziol at larry58koziol@gmail.com.

CLASS OF 1958:

HOBART CLASS OF 1974 70™ BIRTHDAY PARTY!

Saturday, August 29, 2026
12:00 pm ~ 5:00 pm
Hobart Community Center
TN E Old Ridge Road ~ Hobart, IN
Meet & Greet Noon ~ Buffet Lunch 1:00
$20.00 per person

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM
AND RETURN ALONG WITH CHECK PAYABLE TO:
Hobart Class of 1974
NO LATER THAN JULY 1* 2026
JUDY (JONES) FORD
(219) 617-4524

Friday, August 28, 2026 - 7:00 pm
Home Football Game vs Portage
Brickyard Stadium ~ 2211 E 10" Street

Meet & Greet at T's Pizza Restaurant
(Following the game - 840 E 3 St)

1450 LINCOLN STREET ~ HOBART, IN 46342

(Please contact Judy for other payment options)

CONTACT AL BREYFOGLE (574) 225-0427 or MARTHA (FICK) OSTEN (219) 742-8184 with any questions
(If you are unable to attend due to financial reasons, please contact Al or Martha)

NAME: PHONE:
EMAIL ADDRESS:

NUMBER OF GUESTS AT $2000 each: ______ =

NAME OF EACH GUEST:
I would like to make an ADDITIONAL donation to Hobart Class of 1974 Reunion Fund:

(AMOUNT)

The Class of 1958 is having their monthly luncheon the third Saturday of each month at 1:00 PM. Any

location questions, contact Larry Koziol at larry58koziol@gmail.com.

CLASSES OF 1952 AND 1953: The Classes of 1952 and 1953 are having breakfast the second Thursday
of each month at 8:30 at the Maple & Yolk on Old Ridge Road. Any questions, call Marlene (Baier)
Krawczyk (Class of 1952) 219-942-6301, or Martha (Jordan) Nichols (Class of 1953) 219-942-3062.

CLASS OF 1970: The Class of 1970 usually meets for brunch on the third Saturday of the month. To check
the latest information, go the Facebook page for the HHS Class of 1970,

https://www.facebook.com/groups/110625168719.

The Brick & Mortar Board is a publication of the Hobart High School Alumni Association, Inc., a non-profit,
501(c)(3) corporation. It is an electronic publication, delivered by email to members of the Association.
Membership is $10 per year, or $100 for a Life Membership, and donations are tax-deductible. Make your check
payable to: HHS Alumni Association, and mail it to: HHSAA, PO Box 68, Hobart, IN 46342, Our website is:
www.hobartalumni.org. The editor of The Brick & Mortar Board is Paul Addison.
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Recent Obituaries (since our April 2026 newsletter;
in PDF form, these are links to each classmate’s In Memory page)

MAY 2026:

Judith (Judy) Johnston Porter, Class of 1953
Geraldine Robinson Nelson, Teacher

Frank Westerlund, Jr., Class of 1955

Bonnie Beckett Peck, Class of 1960

Evelyn Picon Morton, Class of 1949

APRIL 2026:

Todd Tarchala, Class of 1986

Lynne Peters Dayhuff, Class of 1970

Robert (Bob) Evans, Class of 1969

OLDER OBITUARIES RECENTLY RECEIVED:
MARCH 2026:

Robert (Bob) Rieck, Class of 1961

FEBRUARY 2026:

Raymond (Ray) Shallenberger, Class of 1980
SEPTEMBER 2024:

Matilda "Tillie" Rajkovich Kardos, Class of 1945

DECEMBER 2022:

William Jackson, Class of 1951
JULY 2021:

Palmer Wardell, Class of 1950

FEBRUARY 2021:

John Cicillian, Class of 1944

JUNE 2020:

Ricky (Rick) Severin, Class of 1982
JANUARY 2020:

Esther Morton Henning, Class of 1955
SEPTEMBER 2019:

Geraldine (Jeri) Carter Vrtikapa, Class of 1947
APRIL 2018:

Jason Norman, Class of 1993

2017 (MONTH UNKNOWN):

Walter Bussie, Class of 1951
OCTOBER 2016:

Robert (Bob) Julian, Class of 1954
FEBRUARY 2015:

Cecil "Bud" Bailey, Class of 1964
APRIL 2014:

Robert (Bob) Palmer, Class of 1949
MAY 2013:

William Seymour, Class of 1946
NOVEMBER 2010:

Margaret Burches Knies, Class of 1945

Your Brickie Stories: What Do You Remember?

Do you have some stories to share about your experiences growing up in Hobart? Send them to us at:
info@hobartalumni.org!

HHS Alumni Association Board

The Hobart High School Alumni Association was officially incorporated on July 17, 2010. The
current members of the Board of Directors (as of July 1, 2024) are:

OFFICERS
o 00 AN Ko Yo} o T OF F= TR o ¥ il B O President
Lynn Sheets Kostbade, Class Of 1966 ... sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes Vice-President
Debra Broker Opolski, Class Of 1970 ......nreneereeseeseesessesssessssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssnes Treasurer
Tracy Estabrook McCullough, CIass 0f 17 8.......nssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssees Secretary

AT LARGE MEMBERS

Shaun Zoladz, Dean of Students, Class of 2006
Beth Scott Barney, Class of 1970

Debbie Scharbach Vega, Class of 1971
Amanda Loy Stillwell, Class of 2000
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https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7723476
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Membership Application
Hobart High School Alumni Association, Inc.

Membership is $10 per year per person, or $100 per person for a Life Membership
(proceeds go towards student scholarships and teacher grants)

Check one: New member Renewal Scholarship donation only

If membership, check one: 1-year membership ($10) Lifetime membership ($100)

First Name

Last Name (in high school)

Married Last Name

Your class graduating year at HHS

(Renewing members only need to fill out the following if anything has changed)

Street Address

City State Zip

Email address

Home phone

Cell phone

Work phone

"Once a Brickie, Always a Brickie!"
Thank you for your support!

Make your check out to: HHS Alumni Association
Mail to: HHSAA, P.O. Box 68, Hobart, IN 46342

Our website is: www.hobartalumni.org
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