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BrickieFest Homecoming Picnic Is September 19 

The annual BrickieFest Homecoming Picnic will be held on Saturday, September 
19, at the VFW in Hobart from 12 noon to 3:00 pm. All current and former 
students, teachers, and staff and their families are invited. Hot dogs, brats, and 
bottled water will be provided free of charge by the Hobart High School Alumni 
Association. The VFW is located at 401 S. Liberty Street in Hobart. Come join us! 

  
Alumni Spotlight 

Brian Gallagher, Ball State Trustee and Former United Way CEO 

Our spotlight for this issue is on Brian Gallagher, Hobart High School Class of 
1977. Brian is the former CEO of United Way and is now Chair of the Board of 
Trustees for Ball State University. He manages other non-profits as well. 

Where do you live, and what are you doing these days? 

My family and I moved to the Washington DC area in 2002, and we have been 
here ever since. My wife Ramona and I have two grown daughters who were 
going into 9th and 4th grades when we moved here. We bought a house in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland, a mile outside the District and raised our girls in that 
house. Our daughters went off to college in St. Louis (Washington University) 
and Chicago (DePaul) and have since moved back, gotten married, and they 
and their husbands bought homes in the District of Columbia. We feel very 
fortunate that we all live very close to each other. 

We sold our house four years ago and moved into a condo a mile up the road. We started vacationing in 
Hilton Head, South Carolina in the 1990’s and have spent a lot of time there over the last many years. We 
finally bought a house in Hilton Head in 2019 and now split our time between Washington and Hilton 
Head. We have become residents of South Carolina. 

I retired from a long career in United Way in 2021 and co-founded a global impact investment firm called 
the Abundance Circle. Today I’m the co-managing partner of the firm. The Abundance Circle invests in 
funds and companies that work to create social and environmental impact as well as financial returns. My 
co-founder is a very successful private equity investor from Bogota, Colombia, whom I have known for 
almost 20 years. Founding and managing the fund is bringing me great joy because it combines my social 
work and business training to help private capital and businesses make a real impact in the world. 

In addition to the Abundance Circle, I’m the Chair of the Board of Trustees at my alma mater Ball State 
and am a member of the Board of Directors of Prime Coalition, a non-profit impact investment 
organization focused on climate change. And finally, I’m doing a lot of writing and mentoring young 
people focused on social and economic change. (continued on page 2) 
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Alumni Spotlight (cont.) 

Can you trace the path from Hobart High School to 
where you are now? 

I grew up in a 
very active 
and often 
chaotic house 
of six kids. 
My family 
moved to 
Hobart from 
the Austin 
neighborhood 
of Chicago 
when I was 6 months old. We were parishioners at 
St. Bridget, and I went to elementary school there 
except for one year at Mundell. I then went to 
middle school and onto Hobart High School. I grew 
up playing all types of sports, but baseball was my 
real love, and I was the catcher on our high school 
team. One of my great memories was winning the 
sectional championship in our senior year and 
making it to the final game of regionals. I loved 
that team and group of friends. 

Growing up 
in the 1970’s, 
my brothers 
and I played 
on a youth 
soccer travel 
team before 
the onset of 
truly 
organized 
leagues and 
high school 

teams. We were a team made up of groups of 
brothers; the Gallagher, Mellon, Imboden, and 
Gonzalez brothers teamed with other friends to 
compete all over the Region. We had great coaches 
and I developed a lifelong love of soccer because of 
that experience. 

Were there any teachers or coaches at Hobart High 
School who had a strong impact on your life and 
career? 

My mentors growing up really weren’t teachers 
but instead parents of friends who welcomed me 

into their homes and coached me in every sport I 
played. Specifically, Barb and Dick Harrigan and 
Pete Smar were important adults during my youth 
in Hobart. I credit them for their influence on 
whatever success I’ve had in my life. I decided that 
I wanted to go to college because their kids were 
going to college. I was the 4th of six kids and the 
first to go to college. Others of my siblings ended 
up going to college afterwards. 

One weekend I borrowed my brother Kevin’s 1963 
Fairlane and drove around the State visiting 
colleges with no appointments. I just drove around 
each campus talking to a few random people and 
came home and told my mom I was going to Ball 
State. I just liked the size and the vibe of the place. 
I paid my way through Ball State working 
construction in the summers.  

How did you get involved with United Way? 

During my senior year at Ball State, I did a 
community practicum at the local United Way in 
Muncie. My supervisor told me about a 
management training program at United Way of 
America and I applied. They hired 10 college 
graduates each summer and placed each one at a 
local United Way somewhere in the country. I was 
selected as the first alternate, so I left Ball State 
after graduation with no job. I came back to 
Hobart with a plan to move to Indianapolis and 
work construction and go to graduate school at 
night. But one of the selected trainees turned 
down the assignment and they called me and 
asked if I wanted to move to Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina. I jumped at it, filled half of the smallest 
U-Haul with my stuff, hooked it up to my ’73 Novo 
and drove to North Carolina. The lifelong lesson 
for me was always be prepared to say yes. 

I met my wife Ramona in Winston-Salem, and we 
got married in 1984. We moved for United Way 
assignments with more responsibilities in 
Reading, PA, Providence, RI, Atlanta, GA, and 
Columbus, OH. I was the CEO of the United Way in 
Columbus when I competed for the CEO job at 
United Way of America and was selected, and we 
moved to Washington for that job in 2002. We 
merged the U.S. and International operations 
together in 2009 and I became the global CEO 
until I left the position in 2021. 

The 1977 Hobart High School Sectional 
TChampionship baseball team 

 

Hobart Youth Soccer Travel Team, 
in 1972 or 1973 
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I always 
dreamed of 
having a 
career that 
would 
impact the 
world in a 
positive way 
but never 
could have 
imagined 
this journey. 
I fell into a 

career that allowed me to travel the world, have 
incredible experiences, meet inspiring leaders and 
have a real impact. 

What are your responsibilities with the Ball State 
Board of Trustees? 

When I was the CEO of United Way I was asked to 
join the Ball State Foundation Board. After 10 
years on the foundation board, I joined the alumni 
council and became the council’s representative 
on the Board of Trustees just over eight years ago. 
In January of 2026 I was elected Chair of the Ball 
State Board of Trustees. The board works with the 
president and his cabinet to provide oversight and 
guidance on everything from academics, campus 
infrastructure, student life, and athletics. I love my 
involvement at Ball State. My Ball State experience 
changed my 
life, and I feel 
fortunate to be 
a small part of 
changing the 
trajectory of 
our students’ 
lives today. The 
university and 
campus are in a 
great place 
right now. I 
would 
encourage all 
alumni who 
haven’t been 
back to campus 
for awhile to 
come for a visit; you won’t be disappointed. 

The community of Muncie is also making real 
progress these days after decades of economic and 
social struggle. One of the proudest moments we 
have as a Board of Trustees is making the decision 
to take responsibility for the Muncie Community 
Schools, which at the time was in State 
receivership. Since Ball State got involved, the 
financial position of the schools has dramatically 
improved, teacher retention is at an all-time high, 
enrollment has stabilized and reading scores and 
graduation rates have reached or exceeded the 
State averages. 

Do you have any advice for students who are 
interested in nonprofit leadership? 

I feel incredibly 
grateful to have led 
the life I have over 
the last number of 
decades. And I 
remain energized 
and focused on 
continuing to make 
a difference in the 
world. I have been 
asked many times 
for advice 
regarding how to 
succeed in non-
profit leadership. I 
always begin by 
saying that people 
should map their 
own journey, not 
someone else’s. I do 
believe, however, 
that education is important. I got my 
undergraduate degree in social work and my 
master’s in business administration because I 
wanted to lead social impact organizations, so the 
business training was important. I encourage 
people to get the training that provides the skills 
and foundation necessary to be successful. 

I’ll finish with this thought: the most effective 
leaders I’ve ever observed or worked with in any 
industry have four things in common; they are 
purpose-driven, collaborative, results-oriented, 
and kind.

With Ramona, Rick and Esther Harrigan 
and her son, at a Chicago Bears game 

in London, 2019 
 

Three lines of caption 

Meeting Pope Francis in the Vatican 
launching a United Way partnership, in 2014 

With Hugh Jackman and Sutton Foster 
at Ball State University, in 2026 
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Class Reunion Roundup 
Please send reunion information to us at info@hobartalumni.org. Updates are posted 
on our website, at: https://www.hobartalumni.org/ClassReunions.htm. These events 
are listed in order of their occurrence. 

UPCOMING CLASS REUNIONS: 

CLASS OF 1974 70th BIRTHDAY PARTY: The HHS Class of 1974 
will celebrate its members' 70th birthdays on Friday and 
Saturday, August 28 and 29. Details here:  

 

CLASS OF 1961 65th YEAR REUNION: The Class of 1961 will hold 
its 65th year class reunion on Saturday, September 12, 2026, at 
Gino's in Hobart, from noon to 5 pm. Registration forms went out 
on June 11. Hope to see you there. For more info, contact Linda 
Smith Hominger at iclogan@hotmail.com. 

CLASS OF 1976 50th YEAR REUNION: The Class of 1976 is having 
their 50-year reunion on October 3, 2026. 

For more information contact: 
Glen Mock at glenmock@comcast.net or 
Helene Morin at hursthm@aol.com 

REGULAR CLASS GET-TOGETHERS: 

CLASS OF 1960: 

The Class of 1960 is having their luncheon the second Saturday of each month at 1:00 PM. Any location 
questions, contact Linda (Quinlan) Koziol at larry58koziol@gmail.com. 

CLASS OF 1958: 

The Class of 1958 is having their monthly luncheon the third Saturday of each month at 1:00 PM. Any 
location questions, contact Larry Koziol at larry58koziol@gmail.com. 

CLASSES OF 1952 AND 1953: The Classes of 1952 and 1953 are having breakfast the second Thursday 
of each month at 8:30 at the Maple & Yolk on Old Ridge Road. Any questions, call Marlene (Baier) 
Krawczyk (Class of 1952) 219-942-6301, or Martha (Jordan) Nichols (Class of 1953) 219-942-3062. 

CLASS OF 1970: The Class of 1970 usually meets for brunch on the third Saturday of the month. To check 
the latest information, go the Facebook page for the HHS Class of 1970, 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/110625168719. 

The Brick & Mortar Board is a publication of the Hobart High School Alumni Association, Inc., a non-profit, 

501(c)(3) corporation. It is an electronic publication, delivered by email to members of the Association. 

Membership is $10 per year, or $100 for a Life Membership, and donations are tax-deductible. Make your check 

payable to: HHS Alumni Association, and mail it to: HHSAA, PO Box 68, Hobart, IN 46342. Our website is: 

www.hobartalumni.org. The editor of The Brick & Mortar Board is Paul Addison. 

mailto:info@hobartalumni.org
https://www.hobartalumni.org/ClassReunions.htm
mailto:iclogan@hotmail.com?subject=HHS%20Class%20of%201961%20Reunion
mailto:glenmock@comcast.net?subject=Class%20of%201976%2050th%20year%20reunion
mailto:hursthm@aol.com?subject=Class%20of%201976%2050-year%20reunion
mailto:larry58koziol@gmail.com
mailto:larry58koziol@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/110625168719
http://www.hobartalumni.org/
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Recent Obituaries (since our June 2026 newsletter; 
in PDF form, these are links to each classmate’s In Memory page) 

AUGUST 2026: 

Terry Lee, Class of 1961 

George Ramsay, Class of 1970 

David (Dave) Ewigleben, Class of 1981 

Wava Voight Riddle, Class of 1962 

JULY 2026: 

Gregory (Greg) Dolnics, Class of 1974 

James (Jim) Sweat, Class of 1976 

Jerry Nibbe, Class of 1966 

Gerald (Jerry) Gaedtke, Class of 1975 

Elizabeth Mclachlan Jenson, Class of 1959 

Susan Allen Rudd, Class of 1991 

William (Dave) Lovall, Class of 1963 

Sharon Jackson Gast, Class of 1965 

Mary Jean Thyen, Class of 1960 

Daniel Pancer, Class of 2002 

David Bass, Class of 1974 

Christopher (Chris) Winicky, Class of 1990 

JUNE 2026: 

Mary Ann Schammert Mochan, Class of 1970 

David (Dave) Storey, Class of 1968 

Patricia (Pat) Adamchik, Class of 1976 

Lisa Gavelek Mayer, Class of 1980 

Susan (Sue) Maleck Crase, Class of 1976 

Owen Held, Class of 1991 

Jackie Hendrix, Class of 1967 

Larry Collins, Class of 1978 

Gertrude "Mandy" Sandberg Moreno, Class of 1955 

Bill Luedtke, Class of 1972 

Jerry Quillen, Class of 1962 

Stephan Dubovich, Class of 2020 

Randall (Randy) Spurlock, Class of 1972 

Mary Lou McDougall Gaillard, Class of 1953 

Patricie (Pat) Wheeler Toscani, Class of 1962 

 

OLDER OBITUARIES RECENTLY RECEIVED: 

APRIL 2026: 

Diane Popp McDaniels, Class of 1973 

Dave Luedtke, Class of 1968 

MARCH 2026: 

David Donald (Don) Gee, Class of 1959 

Jeffrey (Jeff) Tarry, Class of 1976 

FEBRUARY 2026: 

Florence (Flo) Salter Campbell, Class of 1949 

Ralph Papke, Class of 1946 

JULY 2022: 

Steve Culbertson, Class of 1961 

DECEMBER 2025: 

Frances Kozub Chraponski, Class of 1947 

Karen Ardell Ring, Class of 1974 

David (Dave) Mathias, Class of 1951 

NOVEMBER 2025: 

Wayne Johnson, Class of 1965 

OCTOBER 2025: 

Karen Schmelter Whitten Class of 1963 

JUNE 2025: 

Patrick Blair, Class of 1984 

FEBRUARY 2025: 

Peter Bulza, Class of 1948 

JANUARY 2025: 

Chad Buckley, Class of 2006 

2023 (MONTH UNKNOWN): 

Chris Osiel, Class of 1991 

NOVEMBER 2023: 

Joe Solay, Class of 1961 

2022 (MONTH UNKNOWN): 

Edward (Ed) Barneko, Class of 1961 

FEBRUARY 2022: 

Ruth Tenpas Gasper, Class of 1952 

JUNE 2021: 

Randy Seabolt, Class of 1974 

MAY 2021: 

Kenneth (Ken) Lewin, Class of 1948 

SEPTEMBER 2020: 

Patricia Swetkey Williford, Class of 1967 

JANUARY 2019: 

James (Jimmy) Rutherford, Class of 2019 

NOVEMBER 2018: 

Betty Griffiths Vinoski, Class of 1940 

OCTOBER 2018: 

Shirley Agnes Muir Grochowski, Class of 1951 

JANUARY 2018: 

Stephanie Smith, Class of 2018 

 

https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3845631
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3435820
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3960348
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3769901
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=9813763
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3451774
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3439927
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3793441
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=9810967
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3850383
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3504277
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3446971
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3770103
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=8402804
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=5236683
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3850365
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3435844
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3448909
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3451476
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3602173
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3451661
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=9799620
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3496542
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=9798499
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=4342239
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3888902
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3769844
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=9797954
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3889018
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3796363
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3769908
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3668623
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3448811
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3876689
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3451776
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7221784
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7221547
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3458963
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7221646
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=5331516
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3503956
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3446975
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3504324
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7725732
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7723351
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=9813293
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3850550
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3851192
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3458928
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3785648
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3672197
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7723409
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_classmates.cfm
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=8398596
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7723696
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3503969
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=9813342
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FEBRUARY 2017: 

Joann (Barbara) Murphy Ingebrigtson, Class of 1946 

SEPTEMBER 2014: 

Madeline Hajvert Rupp, Class of 1951 

JANUARY 2014: 

Howard Graf, Class of 1948 

MAY 2013: 

Christoper Velasquez, Class of 2013 

JUNE 2012: 

Bob Haas, Class of 1961 

FEBRUARY 2012: 

Paul Green, Class of 2012 

SEPTEMBER 2011: 

Larry Michael (Mike) Epperson, Class of 1961 

MAY 2011: 

Joseph (Joe) Goben, Class of 1948 

JUNE 2010: 

John Blair, Class of 1959 

MARCH 2010: 

Carol Barton Cox Ketchum, Class of 1962 

 

 

100 Years Ago 

The 1926 Senior Class Throws a Farewell Party 

(From the 1926 Aurora yearbook, page 32, made available by the Lake County Public Library, at: 
https://archive.org/details/HOHS1926Images/page/n35/mode/1up) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HHS Alumni Association Board 
The Hobart High School Alumni Association was officially incorporated on July 17, 2010. The 

current members of the Board of Directors (as of July 1, 2026) are: 

OFFICERS 
Isis Fleming, Class of 2025 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- President 
Amanda Loy Stillwell, Class of 2000 ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Vice-President 

Lynn Sheets Kostbade, Class of 1966 ...................................................................................................................... Treasurer 
Tracy Estabrook McCullough, Class of 1978 ......................................................................................................... Secretary

AT LARGE MEMBERS 
Shaun Zoladz, Dean of Students, Class of 2006 
Beth Scott Barney, Class of 1970 
Debbie Scharbach Vega, Class of 1971 

https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7221542
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3503931
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7723376
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=5914581
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3851165
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7723379
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3851164
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7723374
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7214473
https://www.hobartalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=3769711
https://archive.org/details/HOHS1926Images/page/n35/mode/1up
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Membership Application 

Hobart High School Alumni Association, Inc. 

Membership is $10 per year per person, or $100 per person for a Life Membership 

 (proceeds go towards student scholarships and teacher grants) 

Check one: New member _____        Renewal _____        Scholarship donation only _____         

If membership, check one: 1-year membership ($10) _____ Lifetime membership ($100) _____ 

 

First Name _________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Last Name (in high school) ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Married Last Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Your class graduating year at HHS ____________________________________________________________________________  

(Renewing members only need to fill out the following if anything has changed) 

Street Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City___________________________________ State___________ Zip ________________________________________________________  

Email address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Home phone _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Cell phone _________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Work phone _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

"Once a Brickie, Always a Brickie!" 
Thank you for your support! 

Make your check out to: HHS Alumni Association 

Mail to: HHSAA, P.O. Box 68, Hobart, IN 46342 
 

Our website is: www.hobartalumni.org 
 

http://www.hobartalumni.org/

